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Medical College of Georgia at Augusta University

PROGRAM

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM
The Star-Spangled Banner
Performed by The SeroTONEins

WELCOME
Michael Brands, PhD
Vice Dean of Academic Affairs
Regents’ Professor, Department of Physiology
Director, Medical Physiology

DEAN’'S COMMENTS
David Hess, MD
Dean, Medical College of Georgia
Executive Vice President for Medical Affairs and Integration, Augusta University
Presidential Distinguished Chair and Professor, Department of Neurology

KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Anil Puri, MD, ‘05

ARNOLD P. GOLD FOUNDATION RECOGNITION
Michelle (Shelley) Nuss, MD
Campus Dean & Designated Institutional Official
Augusta University/ University of Georgia Medical Partnership

“THE WHITE COAT”
Sreesh Sridhar
President, Class of 2025
Augusta University/ University of Georgia Medical Partnership

Queen Abure
President, Class of 2025, Augusta Campus

PUT YOUR WHITE COAT ON
Performed by The SeroTONEins

PRESENTATION OF WHITE COATS
Medical College of Georgia Faculty

LEADING OF THE CLASS OF 2028 OATH
Elizabeth Gray, MD
Campus Dean
Medical College of Georgia Savannah at Georgia Southern University

PROGRAM CLOSING
Jennifer Tucker, MD, ‘97
Associate Dean for Student Affairs
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2~ White Coat Ceremony 2024 XD

FACULTY ANNOUNCERS (Augusta Campus)

Lynne Coule, MD ’90
Michelle Krupp, EdD, MS
Morganne Manuel, PhD
Puttur Prasad, PhD
Andria Thomas, PhD

FACULTY ANNOUNCERS (Augusta University/ University of Georgia Medical Partnership)

Casey Bassett, PhD
W. Scott Richardson, MD

FACULTY ANNOUNCERS (Medical College of Georgia Savannah at Georgia Southern University)

Paramita Pati, PhD
Folami Powell, PhD
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Medical College of Georgia at Augusta University

FACULTY COATERS (Augusta Campus)

Michael Brands, PhD
Kelli Braun, MD, ‘04
Shilpa Brown, MD, ‘94
Tracy Casanova, PhD
Dixon Freeman, MD
Bradley Golden, DO
Melinda Johnson, PhD
David Kozlowski, PhD
Erin Latif, MD, ‘02
Eric Lewkowiez, MD
Kathryn Martin, PhD
Douglas Patten, MD
Dale Peeples, MD
Natasha Savage, MD, ‘07
Amy Singleton, MD
E. Vanessa Spearman-McCarthy, MD, ‘05
LaShon Sturgis, MD, PhD, ‘14
Jennifer Tucker, MD, 97
Christopher Watson, MD, MPH

FACULTY COATERS (Augusta University/ University of Georgia Medical Partnership)

Mary Bond, MD
Carrie Kelly, MD, ‘05
Robert Mackin, PhD
Theresa Rohr-Kirchgraber, MD
Kenneth Rosenthal, PhD
Clive Slaughter, PhD

FACULTY COATERS (Medical College of Georgia Savannah at Georgia Southern University)

Ivo Boudakov, PhD
Rachel Koshi, PhD, MBBS
Nina Paletta, MD, ‘18
E.S. Prakash, MD
John Rowlett, MD
Rick Shields, MD
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2~ White Coat Ceremony 2024 XD

ARNOLD P. GOLD FOUNDATION

The Arnold P. Gold Foundation works with health care professionals in training and in practice to instill a culture
of respect, dignity and compassion for patients and professionals. The foundation is a public, 501(c) (3) not-
for-profit organization, established in 1988 by Arnold Gold, MD, Sandra Gold, EdD, and their colleagues at the

Columbia University College of Physicians & Surgeons in New York.

The foundation’s logo, a heart-shaped stethoscope, is a familiar sight in medical schools and centers throughout the
country and abroad. It is featured on lapel pins worn by over 17,000 new medical students each year. Students and
faculty at 93% of our nation’s accredited schools of medicine, both allopathic and osteopathic, participate in at least

one foundation program.

The foundation established the White Coat Ceremony in 1993 to welcome new students into the most noble

of professions — medicine. The most important element of the ceremony is the oath that students take in front
of family members, school leadership and peers. The oath acknowledges their primary role as caregivers. The
ceremony and the oath serve as a rite of passage and are further commemorated by lapel pins that the foundation
supplies to students at all ceremonies. The pins contain an inscription about humanism in medicine and serve as
a visual reminder to students that to deliver the best care to their patients, compassion and empathy must be the
hallmark of their clinical practice. Schools choose how to commemorate the ceremony — whether it be with the

presentation of a white coat to each student or some other icon of medicine, such as a stethoscope.
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Anil Puri, MD, ‘05

Dr. Anil Puri earned his medical degree from the Medical College of Georgia in 2005. He
completed his internal medicine residency and fellowships in pulmonary, critical care medicine
and sleep medicine at the University of Florida. He also earned a master’s degree in health

administration from George Washington University. After his training, he returned to his

hometown of Milledgeville, Georgia and has been in private practice for nearly a decade.

His clinical interests include population health and exploring technological models to help improve access to care
and health outcomes in rural areas. He is also a clinical associate professor in the Department of Medicine at MCG
and thoroughly enjoys teaching medical students during their outpatient internal medicine rotation, as well as

attending in the medical ICU.
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2~ White Coat Ceremony 2024 XD

The Medical Student
Oath of Service and Responsibility
Medical College of Georgia
Class of 2028 Oath

We, the Class of 2028, proudly stand before our families, friends, faculty, and all those who support us as we
begin our medical careers.

As the bicentennial class of the Medical College of Georgia, we pledge:

To practice compassion without prejudice, meet vulnerability with gentleness, and continuously serve as a
beacon of hope.

To employ the most current and evidence-based care by embracing a lifelong learning mentality in this ever-
evolving field of medicine.

To recognize our moral obligation to provide equitable care to all individuals, always ensuring to treat the
patient and not just the disease.

To serve our communities by addressing healthcare disparities and advocating for underserved populations.

To champion the physical and mental well-being of not only our patients but also of ourselves and our
colleagues.

To foster a respectful and collaborative environment, wholly embracing our faculty, peers, and the healthcare
team and appreciating the contributions each role provides to ensure optimal patient care.

To lead with humility, embrace the wisdom of those more experienced than we, and pass on our knowledge to
the next generation of physicians.

To conduct ourselves with honesty and integrity, upholding the ethical standards that have guided our
profession for hundreds of years.

We solemnly promise to embody these principles and prioritize the needs of our patients above all else.
Throughout our journey, may the white coats we wear symbolize the promises we have made and our
commitment to advancing the honorable practice of medicine.
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Medical College of Georgia at Augusta University

MEDICAL COLLEGE OF GEORGIA CLASS OF 2028

AUGUSTA CAMPUS
Sadie Abernathy Clyde Clem Carlee Harris
Kai Abiola Abby Cornell Grace Hawkins
Tofunmi Adewumi Madison Cramer Joseph Hill
Mashoor Al Ahammed Madison Crawford Grace Hohnadel
Raniya Ahmad Alyse Crowley Alina Hussain
Gabrielle Allen Samuel Dankberg Darius Jackson
Jeremy Altman Anson Dao Samantha Jacobson
Amna Amir Isha Darshane Parmida Jamshidi
Cole Anderson Anannya Das Yash Jani
Fabiha Anwar Kareena Dash Andrew Ji
Elijah Arkanum Kathryn Davis Alejandro Jimenez
Arun Arumugam Lydia DeLay McNeely Johnson
Niranjan Aurobindo Alexander Deltchev Garrett Jones
Ashley Avila Addison Duke Anjali Joshi
Niki Azadi Sindhu Dwarampudi Sunay Kamalasanan
Narmeen Babar Jennifer Easterly Meghna Kamath
Pierce Bagby Kaylin Ebener Pranav Kandikuppa
Reid Baker Shervin Eskandari Navya Katragadda
Mika Baltes Evelyn Farkas Sarabpreet Kaur
Vishnavi Batchu Henry Fields Paul Kellam
Ian Becerra Emily Fleck Justin Kelleher
Maddox Benedict Alusine Fofanah Logan Kelly
Aditya Birla Shannon Foley Elizabeth Ketchem
Zachary Bourg Sweksha Gaddam Romaisa Khan
Adrian Bozocea Teja Gadde Rishab Kolachina
Michael Brimer Amogh Gadekar Shivum Lal
Ryan Brownlee Jack Gersten Abraham Lebos
Hung Bui Mary Virginia Glennon Andrew Lee
Aliyah Bujung Alaina Godbee Megan Lee
Austin Buntin Varun Goel Mi-Tien Lee
Griffin Burgess Daniel Brantley Good Ryan Lee
Abigail Challas Saranya Gourisetti Jingwei Li
Rohan Chandrashekhar Alexander Graf Heeju Lim
Daniel Chapadeau Shreya Gunji Leja Lizunaite
Amisha Chaudhary Vanessa Haak William Long
Esha Chaudhary Shaan Haider Denton Lord
Young-Jae Cho Tavia Hall Vetriganesh Maduraiveeran
Aruba Chowdhury Anisa Handa Lauren Magnon

Darshan Chudasama

Kellie Harmon

Advay Mahajan
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MEDICAL COLLEGE OF GEORGIA CLASS OF 2028

Rebecca Mai

Sarah Mai

Samad Malik
Alaina Martin
Lauren Martin
Tanner Marvets
[an McClish
Hayden McCord
Rheanna McKenzie
Labdhi Mehta
Priyanka Menon
Oscar Meza Contreras
Hannah Michael
Alexandria Michas
Sean Micklus
Annalise Miller
Shruthi Mohana Sundaram
Ross Moorman
Natalie Morton
Aneet Nadella
Rishi Nair

Sathvika Narasimhan
Shivani Natarajan
Nafisa Nawal
Ashley Oh

Grace Oh
MaKenna Otten
Rainer Pacheco
Christopher Painter
Nikul Parikh
Bintaben Patel
Harshil Patel

Kajal Patel

Shivam Patel

Yash Patel

Trisha Patil

Anvi Peddi

Cabhil Potnis

Rachel Pressman

AUGUSTA CAMPUS

Sydney Prusak
Nithya Rajanala
Srikrishnan Raju
Satyatejas Reddy
Karen Rodas
Hannah Romanos
Christopher Rouse
Beatrice Russell
Nicholas Ryu
Tyler Sacks
Lauren Sankey
Erik Schouten
Dev Shah

Man Shah

Sakshi Shah
Maxwell Sharawy
Aakash Sharma
Mehek Sharma
Rushabh Sheth
Nolan Shields
Elizabeth Sigman
Bhavini Singh
Kimani Smith
Michael Soltero
Maya Stephens
Farisha Sultan
Jiong Sun
Aarushi Tandon
Saad Tanzeem
Benjamin Tharp
Annabelle Thomas
Emily Toma

Jake Tzou
Aarushi Vadhula
Kendall Via
Kevin Volk

Kelly Vu

Jenny Vy

Caitlyn Wanalista

Gavin Wang
Madison Waters
David White
Rachel White
Yu-hsuan Wu
Arthur Yu

Ashi Zain
Dongyu Zhang
Jason Zheng
Yitzchak Zolty
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MEDICAL COLLEGE OF GEORGIA CLASS OF 2028
AUGUSTA UNIVERSITY/UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA MEDICAL PARTNERSHIP

Sri Sai Akkineni
Corban Anderson
Dhruv Bhagat
Isabelle Bowman
James Branch
Raina Carter
Joanne Choi
Caitlin Coleman
Krishie Desai
Ashley Duong
Andrew Ferrar
James Gaither
Fiorella Gambetta
Vahagn Giulumian
Neha Gregory
Owen Hallauer
Sean Hamill
Maria Harman
Grace Hemingway
Samuel Hernandez

Darien Hey

Helyn Hundley
Ethan Kearns

Owen Kennedy
Christopher Kopreski
Jordi Lainez Ordonez

Clarissa Landaverde Garcia

Su Min Lee
Corbin Lewallen
Hannah Manning
Joseph Manning
Brianna Maslia
Benazir Merchant
Stephen Michaels
Sarah Miller
Muhammed Mumen
Alisha Nahar

Lu Niu

Alexander Niven
Trey Orndorff

Ajay Pandey
Diane Park
Christopher Peterson
Sarah Porter
Edward Puckett
Marielle Quinn
Denise Reid
Ali-Hamza Roy
David Ryu
Mason Salmon
Nidhi Shah

Sara Sohani
Serena Song
Ryan Springfield
David Tran
Katie Tran
Sophia Tran
Giulia Verzino
Delaney Weaver
Kevin Wooster
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MEDICAL COLLEGE OF GEORGIA CLASS OF 2028
MEDICAL COLLEGE OF GEORGIA SAVANNAH AT GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY

Rylan Artis Farzeen Himani Ruth Nya
Anna Brown Leah Jackson Naiya Patel
Thien Duy Chen Akshara Jayaraman Dakota Phillips
Zoe Cylkowski Gavin Jeffries Gianluca Ramirez
Elizabeth Dittmer Katheryn Light Deborah Roh
Aysha Dossani Joshua Lindsey Mohammad Salman
Brian Egan Ashley Lomax Haritha Sigili
Haleigh Elmore Manini Majithia Vikram Sivakumar
Amaan Faraz Kiran Manocha Bruce Smith
Elle Guse Regina Metz Advaith Sunil
Willliam Hancock Riley Mikilitus Lois Tracy Teye-Botchway
Maria Harteveld Ram Miniyar William Whitten
Lillian Hequembourg Emma Mitchell Robel Yohannes
Heidi Hicks William Ngo
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